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St. John’s Evangelical Church  
211 East Carrol Street 

Kenton, OH 43326 
Office:  419-673-7278  

Pastor Randall (cell): 724-290-3651  
Office Hours: Monday – Friday (8:30-10:30 & 12:30-2:30)                   

Website: www.stjohnskenton.org           Email: stjohnskenton@gmail.com  
  

“Making and Maturing Disciples of Jesus Christ” 

Christmas Day  

December 25, 2022 
Nursery is provided off the sanctuary for Infants –Kindergarten.   

Welcome & Announcements 
Prelude                      O Come All Ye Faithful           piano/organ duet 

Linda Zeigler & Cinda Shea          
*Hymn #120                     Joy to the World                                     
*Call to Worship/Lighting of the Advent Wreath -  

How Beautiful Is This Day  Prepared by Rev. Dr. Randall J. Forester 
“What is Christmas? It is tenderness for the past, courage for the present, 
hope for the future.” – Agnes M. Pahro 

7 How beautiful upon the mountains 
    are the feet of him who brings good news, 
   who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 
    who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
8 The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 
    together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see 
    the return of the Lord to Zion. 
9 Break forth together into singing, 
    you waste places of Jerusalem, for the Lord has comforted His people; 
    He has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10 The Lord has bared His holy arm 
    before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see 
    the salvation of our God.—Isaiah 52:7-10, ESV 

On a Christmas Day the Chicago Tribune ran a front page story titled, “At 
Christmas, a rebirth.” The story said, in part: 

Su Zhu Yuan thought Americans celebrated Christmas as part of their 
patriotic duty. Relatives gave gifts. Neighbors prepared feasts. Storefronts in 
Chinatown advertised sales. But during her eight years in the United States, 
no one told her the biblical story behind Christmas—until this year. On 



 
 

Sunday, Yuan celebrated the birth of Jesus for the first time by immersing 
herself in the baptismal waters at Chinese Christian Union Church. She 
emerged a newborn Christian. “I have peace in my heart and joy,” the 41-
year-old seamstress said through a translator. “I’m giving the heavy burdens 
to Jesus.” 
On Sunday, Yuan donned a white gown and with bare feet ascended a narrow 
staircase to the church's baptismal pool. Gripping the pastor's arm with both 
hands, she let him plunge her into the water. As she resurfaced, she wiped the 
water from her face and smiled. She said, “Today is like a holiday. It's like 
having two Christmases.” 
Source: Manya A. Branchear and Andrew L. Wang, “At Christmas, a rebirth,” Chicago Tribune 
(12-25-07) 

(Light the four candles in the wreath AND the Christ candle.) 
Prayer:  Father, make our feet beautiful; send us into the world that we may tell 
others the true meaning of Christmas.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

*Gloria Patri    
Let Us Pray Unto the Lord: 
 The Pastoral Prayer 

Missing Person: Riley Cairl – Swanton, OH 
  Mission of the Month: Love Inc. 
 The Lord’s Prayer (Debts/Debtors)                                     
Children’s Message     The Gift That Keeps On Giving 

 John 1:12-13 
Special Music                          Silent Night 

                                  Angels from the Realms of Glory     piano duet      
Giving of Tithes and Offerings: 
  Offering Prayer     
 Offerings can be placed in the baskets in back of sanctuary 
*Doxology 
Scripture                     Hebrews 1:1-4 

        John 1:1-18 
Sermon                     He Is Made Known  
*Hymn #115            Go Tell it on the Mountain      
Postlude                  Ding Dong! Merrily on High               piano duet                 
*Benediction                                 
   

*— Those who are able, please stand 



 
 

Scripture Readings (ESV): 
Hebrews 1:1-4: 
1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 
fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days He has spoken to us 
by His Son, whom He appointed the heir of all things, through 
whom also He created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of 
God and the exact imprint of His nature, and He upholds the 
universe by the word of His power. After making purification for 
sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having 
become as much superior to angels as the name He has inherited is 
more excellent than theirs. 
John 1:1-18: 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 
were made through Him, and without Him was not any thing made 
that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
it. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He 
came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might 
believe through Him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness 
about the light. 9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was 
coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was 
made through Him, yet the world did not know Him. 11 He came to 
His own, and His own people did not receive Him. 12 But to all who 
did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the 
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15 (John bore witness about Him, and cried out, “This 
was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, 
because He was before me.’”) 16 For from His fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen 
God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, He has 
made Him known. 
 



 
 

Sermon Notes 
25 December 2022 

Scripture: Hebrews 1:1-4; John 1:1-18 
Sermon: He Is Made Known 

1. How easy or difficult has it been for you to find Jesus at the 
center of Christmas this year?  What helps you to focus on Christ 
and less on all the other “stuff”? 

 
 
 
 
2. How much do you see the Father reflected in His Son (Hebrews 

1:13)?  What attributes of God do you see revealed more clearly 
in Jesus?  Why? 

 
 
 
 
 
3. How is the Father making His Son more fully known to you in 

these days (John 1:18)?  What is God revealing to you about 
Himself and His Son?  Do you see a purpose for this knowledge? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
4. How will you seek to know Christ more fully in 2023?  How will 

you share your insights with others in the church and in the 
world?  What ministry would be best served by such knowledge?  
In other words, how will you put your faith into action as Jesus 
fulfilled the prophecies of old? 

 
 
 



 
 

Announcements and Upcoming Events 

Missing Person: Today we pray for Riley Cairl missing from 
Swanton, OH. 
Women’s Bible Study: will not meet until January 8.  
Committee Budgets & Year End Reports: It is that time of year 
again. Please submit year end reports for the Annual Meeting 
Booklet by December 31 at stjohnskenton@gmail.com or financials 
by the beginning of January.  
Wednesday Bible Study: The Bible Study that meets in the chapel 
on Wednesdays at 7 pm will begin a new study on Paul beginning 
January 4. All are welcome to attend! 
Undecorate the church: January 8 following the service.  
Annual Congregational Meeting: January 22 immediately 
following the morning worship service. 
Jr. Church Volunteers: Everything is prepared for you. Please see 
Michele with questions and to volunteer.    
Thank You: On behalf of The Womens' Ministry of St. John's, I 
would like to thank everyone for helping make our first year with 
Operation Christmas Child such a success.  Because of your 
generosity our church supplied 126 shoeboxes! And because of the 
generosity of our membership we were able to pay all shipping and 
did not use one penny of Womens' Ministry funds. Our goal is to take 
part again next year, and there will be boxes at church starting in late 
January to drop off items for next year. When you are shopping 
anytime from now until November if you see something on sale, 
marked down or clearance, grab some and you can drop them off 
when it is convenient for you. Along with the boxes will be a list of 
suggested items i.e. toothbrushes, hair brushes, small toys, little 
dolls, little trucks. Picking up one item each week won't seem like 
much but will have a huge impact on so many! We at St. John's have 
impacted 126 children with God's love. Thank you all so much!      
Toni Pfister, President of Womens' Ministry   
Bulletin Announcements: due by Friday at 8:30 AM. 

mailto:stjohnskenton@gmail.com


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lifeline Meal Packing: January 16 from 9:30 am - 12:30 pm. Please 
sign up in the back of the church or contact the church office if you 
like to participate. The Mission Committee is sponsoring the cost of 
the meal packing. Donations are welcome but not necessary.    
 
 
 



 
 

Week at a Glance 
Today, 12/25:      10:00 AM Worship Service 

7:00 PM NA Meeting – Chapel 
Tuesday, 12/27:   6:00 PM Women’s Ministry 

6:30 PM Celebrate Recovery – Chapel 
Friday, 12/30:                 7:00 PM NA Meeting – Chapel 
Saturday, 12/31:             7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study – Chapel  
      
Last Week: 
Attendance (12/18):  
Envelopes: $4035 
Loose Ones: $8 
Mission (Love Inc.): $965 
Ushers:  
12/25: Mark & Olivia Sherman 
 Liturgist: Gus Forester 
1/1: Jane Baker & Hope Cauley 
  
 
 
Pastor Randall and Kathy are out of the office this 
week. The church office is closed until January 2. 
In case of an emergency, Pastor BJ Thomsen from 
First Baptist Church will be the Pastor on Call. 
Pastor BJ can be reached at 567-674-0493. 
 


