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Annual Congregational Meeting  

January 22 @ 11:00 am 
 

The Annual Congregational Meeting has been set for  
Sunday,  January 22, in the sanctuary following the 
service beginning approximately at 11:00 am.  

Mark your calendar and plan on attending.  Any 
questions, please email or call the office at  

419-673-7278 
 



 

 

 

As we all know, that 
unity has to be 
worked for as divi-
sion and gossip can 
sneak into the 
church.  That is why I 
am glad that someone 
donated funds for our 
church fellowship 
meals and a few faith-
ful people have taken 
up the task of provid-
ing those meals.  
God’s people don’t 
always gravitate to one another as they should, so we 
need to provide space for them to draw closer to one 
another. 
 
When we come together, it is to be about more than 
good food or sharing our lives stories, and that brings me 
back to the Bible Reading Plan and Paul’s words in Co-
lossians.  He begins by saying that he wants the word of 
Christ to dwell in you richly, and that is my desire for 
you too.  To have the fullness of Christ within you is a 
blessed thing.  The more you know of His Word, the 
more it will shape your thoughts and your feelings, the 
more you will be free from sin, and the more you will 
flourish as a child of God.  But this indwelling word is 
about more than your personal transformation or even 
your sanctification—it is about bringing about and 
strengthening the unity of the church.  We learn and 
grow in the Word to teach and admonish one another in 
all wisdom. 
 
Growing in the Word isn’t a solitary journey.  Right 
now, we offer three Bible studies on a weekly basis, and 
how I wish there was a desire amongst our people that 
we offered more!   In those Bible studies, I see a people 
who are eager to learn from another and to share with 
one another to grow in the faith and to change how they 
live so it comports with the Lord’s will.  As a pastor, I 
love seeing people teaching and sharing this way—with 
Christ at the center and His Word, the Bible, being  

Every year begins the same way: with me encouraging you, 
dear Christian, to read through the Bible in a year.  In the 
pages of this newsletter, Kathy will tuck away a Bible 
Reading Plan (I believe this year’s is from the Navigators).  
Likewise, around our church, you will find printed guides, 
and there should be links to them on our website and Face-
book page.  All of this is for your benefit.  As your pastor, I 
desire that you grow deeper in your relationship with God. 
 
My desire for you is a lot like that of the Apostle Paul’s 
when he wrote to the church at Colossae.  In just a few 
verses, Colossians 3:15-17, he expresses my sentiments 
so well.  In verse 15, he expresses how he wants the church 
members to be at peace.  As I remind people, peace is not 

the absence of conflict.  Being Jewish, Paul had the notion 
of shalom in his heart and mind.  Shalom is a peace that is 
so much more than the time and space when conflict and 
war cease; shalom is active.  Shalom brings prosperity.  
Shalom is about sharing your blessings with others.  When 
there is shalom, individuals flourish but so do entire com-
munities and by extension the land itself flourishes. 
 
True peace begins in Christ, who is the Prince of Peace 
(Isaiah 9:6-7).  As His people, we then extend it to one 
another, and that brings us to the rest of verse 15.  When 
Paul says that he wants peace to rule in people’s hearts, it is 
with a purpose—to unify the local body of believers.  
When Christians are centered in Christ, unity grows in the 
church.  As Paul reminds us, “...indeed you were called in 
one body.  And be thankful.”  When Christ is our Savior, 
we are called to serve as a part of His body, and that body 
is unified in Him, and with Him, and for Him. 
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the focus. 
 
But Paul is not done in verse 16 as he brings worship 
into the teaching ministry of the church.  And how are 
we to do this?  We bring all wisdom with the singing of 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in 
your hearts to God.  As we discuss worship changes in 

our church, we are wise to remember it does not have to 
be this or that but can be a combination.  Wisdom isn’t 
held fully by one person nor can it be fully expressed in 
one way.  However, when we come together we can expe-
rience to a greater degree the fullness of wisdom in our 
midst.   
 
And this brings us to verse 17.  Faith really doesn’t look 
like faith until it is expressed.  If all we did was dwell in the 
Word or sit around and discuss it, we would not truly have 
it (the Word) in us nor would we have faith or Christ or 
unity or peace.  All those things need to be expressed.  If 
you truly possess them inwardly, it will change how you 
live outwardly.  It will change your relationships.  I may 
bring a psalm into worship, and you may bring a spiritual 
song, and someone else may bring a hymn, but when all 
are sung to God with thankfulness in our hearts, we will all 
be changed in that experience. 
 
Likewise, when we become peacemakers, we will see sha-
lom envelope our congregation.  Instead of waiting to be 
served at the next luncheon, you may be driven to take 
over the kitchen and share your culinary gifts with the con-
gregation.  Most of all, the more the Word dwells in you, 
you will naturally follow Paul’s command in verse 17: 
“Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Fa-

 THE PASTOR ’S PAGE  

ther through Him.  Taking a journey through the scrip-
tures each year will strengthen your faith, but it will also 
help you to grow closer to the Father’s heart.  As you 
come to know Christ better, you will fall deep in love 
with Him.  While the Holy Spirit will help you grow in 
your understanding of the Word, He will also help you to 
put that Word into practice. 
 
Like shalom and other aspects our faith, Bible reading 
becomes infectious.  When people gain a desire for the 
Word, they share that Word and what they’ve learned 
with others.  In turn, people grow curious, learn for 

themselves, and soon find that they’ve caught the bug to 
read the Bible too.  Soon, more and more will be infect-
ed.  And what a day that will be when we have an epi-
demic of people possessed to read the Bible, to dig deeper 
into its meaning, and who are committed to living it out 
so that there is unity in the Church and all that we do is in 
the name of Jesus and for giving thanks to the Father.  
Amen. 
                 With Christ-filled blessings,                                                              

                                       Pastor Randall 

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH: 

MAKING AND MATURING 

 DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST 



 

 

  

 

02 January      

          Guest Preacher: Dave Beazley 

Scripture Hebrews 12:1-15 
Sermon     Happiness vs. Joy  

 

  
08 January Ephesus—Backsliding Church 
      Communion Sunday 

Scripture Jeremiah 2:1-5 
Revelation 2:1-7 

Sermon     Come Back to the Start  
 
15 January     Smyrna—Steadfast Church 

Scripture Matthew 10:16-23  
Revelation 2:8-11 

 Sermon Finish Strong 
 
22 January Pergamos—Licentious Church 

Scripture John 6:48-50 
Revelation 2:12-17 

 Sermon  Good Food or Junk Food 
 
29 January  Thyatira—Lax, Pagan Church 

Scripture Acts 15:22-29 (v 28) 
Revelation 2:18-29 

 Sermon Bare Minimum Coverage 
 
05 February   Sardis—Dead Church 

Scripture Matthew 10:26-33 
   Revelation 3:1-6 
 Sermon   Hiding Behind the Mask 
 
12 February      Philadelphia— 

Favored Church 
Scripture 27

th
 Psalm  

Revelation 3:7-13 
 Sermon Holding onto Jesus 
 
19 February   Laodicea—Lukewarm Church 

Scripture Luke 19:1-10 (v 5) 
Revelation 3:14-22 

 Sermon       Trading Rags for Riches 
 
22 February  Ash Wednesday 

Preaching Series 
 

2023 begins with a special guest deliver-

ing the sermon—our very own Dave 

Beazley will deliver the sermon on the 

first day of the year after having preached 

a few Sundays at First Reformed Church 

the past two months.   
 

Then, we will begin at the end—leading 

up to Lent we will spend time discussing 

worship in our service as we look at the 

Biblical models (not all are ideal) found 

in Revelation 2-3. 
 

I ask you to be in prayer for those services 

as we are looking for a new direction in 

worship to accommodate, uplift, and feed 

our entire congregation as we move into a 

deeper understanding of worship from a 

biblical perspective and how best to glori-

fy our Heavenly Father with our worship 

and lives as Christ our Savior did.  To do 

this, we need to be filled with the Holy 

Spirit, in the Spirit, and following the 

Spirit’s leading in worship service and in 

our daily lives, and that begins in the 

Word and in prayer. 
 

Lastly, I ask that you pray for our Ash 

Wednesday service.  I have asked the 

leaders of Payne Chapel to design and 

lead the service.  We—the members of St. 

John’s and myself included—will support 

them in whatever way they ask.  Come 

and be a 

part of 

that ser-

vice and 

consider 

how you 

may as-

sist. 
 



 

 

Christmas Gratitude 
Once again, I find myself with a lump in my throat and a tear in my eye as I search 
for yet another way to say, “Thank you,” to my St. John’s family.  We have traveled 
through another year together, and it has been a distinct joy and pleasure to serve 
as your pastor, and I know Kathy feels similarly honored to serve the church as its 
secretary. 
You have been very generous as a congregation in making the Advent and Christ-
mas season very merry and bright for us.  You have wished us a Merry Christmas, 
told us how you are praying for us and the ministry of St. John’s, and have given 
us cards and gifts.  In fact, you have overwhelmed us.  Some of the sweets have 
been delicately packaged for future consumption, and for that the sweet memories 
that you have given us will tangibly live on into the New Year. 
Speaking of cards, you did not receive one from us because we did not send one.  
Like many people, we have become overwhelmed on different fronts.  During the-
se times of transition and with very different strains in our personal and profes-
sional lives, we did not get around to it.  By we, I mean Kathy, and this is in NO 
way of shaming her.  Quite the opposite.  She has supported my family and me 
personally and far exceeded the expectations for a man to call a woman wife.  She 
has taken on a second part-time job to help support our family as the college years 
have set upon us, and she has a couple of home improvement projects she is pre-
paring so the contractors will have less work (and we will have lost cost).  She is 
my Proverbs 31 wife as well as the desire of my heart as sung about in Song of 
Songs. 
So, please forgive us for having sent no cards this year.  Perhaps, our secretary 
may include a family picture, or one of our kiddos, or at least one of our adorable 
housecat, Maggie, in these pages.  With or without it, again, I want to thank you 
for making Advent and Christmas special to us.  We look forward to worshiping 
and serving alongside you in 2023. 

 

 With Christ’s love,   
  Pastor Randall 

           
Representing Kathy, Augustin, & Angel 

 



 

 

Upcoming Dates—Mark your Calendar 

Undecorate the church: Jan. 8 following worship 

HCC Youth Lock-in: Jan. 15-16, 12:30 pm–12:30 pm 

Lifeline Meal Packing: Jan. 16, 9:30 am -12:30 pm 

Annual Congregational Meeting: Jan. 22 at 11:00 am 

 

 

 

Lifeline Meal Packing 
LifeLine Ministry will be here for a meal packing 
event on January 16 from 9:30 am - 12:30 pm. Please 
sign up in the back of the church or contact the church 
office if you like to participate. The Mission Commit-
tee is sponsoring the cost of the meal packing. Dona-
tions are welcome but not necessary.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blanchard Place Nursing Home     
Ministry  (First Tuesday) 

Our nursing home ministry at Blanchard Place is  
January 3 at 1 pm.  We visit Blanchard Place the first 
Tuesday of the month to provide a time of song, 
scriptures, reflections, and prayers.  If you would like 
to participate, please contact the office. You can lead 
parts of the worship service, visit the residents, or 
come to be supportive of this outreach.  

 

Volunteers needed to un-
decorate the church  

On January 8 following the service, 
we will be taking down the Christmas 
decoration and putting them away. 
Please plan on staying to help out.  

 

Operation Christmas Child  
Thank you  

On behalf of The Womens' Ministry of St. John's, I 
would like to thank everyone for helping make our 
first year with Operation Christmas Child such a suc-
cess. Because of your generosity our church supplied 
126 shoeboxes! And because of the generosity of our 
membership we were able to pay all shipping and did 
not use one penny of Womens' Ministry funds. Our goal 
is to take part again next year,  and there will be boxes at 
church starting in late January to drop off items for next 
year. When you are shopping anytime from now until 
November if you see something on sale, marked down 
or clearance, grab some and you can drop them off when 
it is convenient for you.  Along with the boxes will be a 
list of suggested items i.e. toothbrushes, hair brushes, 
small toys, little dolls, little trucks.  Picking up one item 
each week won't seem like much but will have a huge 
impact on so many!  We at St. John's have impacted 126 
children with God's love. Thank you all so much!  

Toni Pfister, President of Womens' Ministry  



 

 

Friday With Friends 
Friday With Friends is a wonderful group of widows 
and widowers who meet twice a month for a special 
time of food, fellowship, and fun.  They meet the 
first and third Fridays of every month. Please join 
them if you are a widow or widower.  This is not 
exclusive to St. John’s, so pass the word along to 
someone that you know who could be blessed by 
this special group. For more information, contact  
Ethel Koch at 419-674-6344. 
 

Forthcoming outings will be as follows: 

If out of town, meet at St. John’s, corner of Wayne 
St. and E. Carrol St. to carpool.  They leave sharply 
at 10:45. Still eating at 11:30 am. 

January 6—Eagles (Kenton) 
January 20—101 Tavern (Ada) 
February 3—Skinny’s (Kenton) 
February 17—101 Smokehouse BBQ (Kenton) 
 

Weekly Family Ministry Schedule 
Community Men’s Bible Study: Saturdays at 7:30 
am in the Fellowship Hall 

Community Women’s Bible Study: Sundays at 9 
am in the Fellowship Hall 

Youth Group (Grades 6-12): Wednesdays from 
5:30-7:30 pm  

Wednesday Night Kids (K– Grade 5): Wednes-
days from 5-7 pm.  

Wednesday Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7 pm 

Intercessory Prayer: 2nd & 4th Friday at Noon in 
the sanctuary 

 

Wednesday Kids/Youth Volunteers 
If you are able to help on Wednesday Nights (even 
if you cannot be here every week or want to be a 
sub), please see Michele      Sherman. Please prayer-
fully consider coming and sharing Gods love with 
these Kids or Youth. Areas you can help: van driver/
riders, teachers/helpers.  

Mission of the Month— 
Pioneers– Jamie & Susan Ramge 

Jamie and Susan Ramge left Bolivia in July 2016, but 
did not leave Pioneers. They have moved back to the 
states and are excited to transition into a ministry focus 
within Pioneers, a ministry that equips people to under-
stand and reach out to Muslims. Bringing to the team 
(Encountering the World of Islam) our experience on 
the field, we will help develop curriculum in Spanish, 
teach, and build the program in Central and South 
American countries, while based in Colorado. Jamie’s 
job is to be facilitator for this region. 
 
 

Church Office Hours  

The office hours are Monday – Friday, 8:30 – 10:30 
AM & 12:30-2:30 PM. If Simon Kenton has a fog/
weather delay those will change as I need to report at 
8:30 am. If you are not sure, please call first. Thank 
you for your understanding.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Birthday Blessings  
(over 80 yrs. Young) 

January Birthdays on File: 

We like to recognize members who are 80 years or 
older. Please contact the church office to add a name 
to our birthday  list. Thank you so much! 

January 5: Diane Haudenschield 
  117 Scioto St. 
  Kenton, OH 43326 
 
January 9:  Paul Rickenbacher 
  20551 SR 67E 
  Kenton, OH 43326 
 
January 29:  Juanita Rader 
  c/o Kenton Nursing & Rehab 
  117 Jacob Parrot Rd. 
  Kenton, OH 43326 
 



 

 

Happy New Year! We cannot wait to get started on a new year of ministry with 

you and your kids. 

Here are a few things coming up in our ministry… 
January 10th-13th- Children’s Pastor’s Conference in Orlando, FL (Ms. Michele will be attending)  
January 18th- Return Wednesday Kids/Youth 5-7PM  
January 15th- Youth H.C.C Lock-in/Mission Night 
 
Wednesday Night- We will start a 4week series from Matthew on Jesus’ teachings. The internet helps us 
learn how to do so many things! From new skate tricks and viral recipes to helpful hacks, there is a “how-to” 
for almost everything. But is there a tutorial video for how to follow God? This four-week series is kind of like 
that — thanks to some tutorials from Jesus! Each week, we will focus on one of Jesus’ teachings from the Ser-
mon on the Mount as we learn "how to" make a difference, love our enemies, share with others, and pray. 
HUGE Thank you to my volunteers on Wednesdays!!! Thank you for your continued dedication and love 
towards these kiddos. You are a true blessing to this ministry.  

 
Hardin County Collective- We will be hosting an overnight mission night. The Youth will be packing meals for 
Lifeline, building beds down in the garage and making more tie blankets for the bed ministry. The girls will be 
staying at St. John’s and the boys will be across the street at The First United Methodist Church. If your Youth 
plans to attend, please see me so I can get them a list of things they will need for their over night stay.  
Sunday School- For the Month of January we will have class January 8th and 22nd. This will take place upstairs 
in the Nursery this month. (Due to covering both)   
 

Thought of the Month  
What if our world will never be less online than it is today? A very connected, online world is most likely the 
new normal. So how can we help kids to understand and value real, human connection in this online world? 
 

 
Another new year and another new opportunity for all of us at St. John’s to fulfill 
our mission to spread the Gospel of our Savior. As all of you have heard from our 
Pastor’s latest preaching series, this year will bring some changes to our services 
as we try some new things designed to engage us more deeply in worship. Over 
our long history there have been many changes since our days as a German speak-
ing Lutheran Church. Many of these resulted in improvements and some in failure. These recent efforts have 
made me do some research into our records and I kept coming back to one of my favorite Pastor’s writings. 
Some of you might recognize this as a reprise of an article written over ten years ago (no this isn’t a memory 
test!) The following excerpt from Rev. Ernst Kuenzler's January 1925, report reminds us all of our mutual 
commitments to success as a Christian family: 
 
"Acts 4:32: 'And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and soul; and not one of them said 
that aught of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things in common.'  
Friendliness and love are first characteristics of the Apostle Church. If the true spirit of love and friendli-
ness did permeate every department of our Church activity, determining all our actions, what convincing 
evidence we might give of the high calling of a Christian Church! What avenues of usefulness would open?  
Regularity in Church attendance was a second characteristic of that Early Church. A congregation whose 
members do not worship together can hardly be expected to work well together. Further, such a congrega-
tion soon loses its vitality and its influence in the community. No community ever loses respect for a congre-
gation until that congregation loses respect for itself." 
 
As this year begins let us all resolve to go forward in the spirit of Rev. Kuenzler's recitations from the scrip-
tures. Success as Christians is truly ours to enjoy if we follow these admonishments.  
 
Happy New Year to all! 
Jerry Pfister, Historian 



 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Church 
Church Council Minutes 

Thursday, November 10, 2022 
6:00 PM 

Call to Order - Terry Hord, President 
Present: Jerry, Shawn, Anna, Terry, Shane, LeVern, Greg 
Opening Prayer 
Leadership Development - Pastor Randall                                                                         
Officer Reports 

Secretary’s Report - October 13, 2022 minutes 

Motion to accept minutes and seconded, council vote, motion carried.  

REPORTS 
1) Finance  - Jerry Pfister 
2) Christian Education—Michele Sherman 
 A motion and second to allow Michele to attend a conference referred to her report up to $2000 for transportation 

and stay. Motion passed.  

3) Women’s Ministry 
 129 boxes made for Operation Christmas Child 
4) Worship, Arts & Music—LeVern Weaver  
 Christmas Eve 8 PM  
5) Personnel Committee—Hal Elsasser  

6) Pastoral Relations - Anna LaWarre (chairperson) 

 Next meeting: November 13 at 9 am 

7) Trustees 
 1. Audio Visual—Jerry Pfister  
 2.  Van—Shane Harkenrider 

 3. Farm—Greg Martin 

 Tracy Temple $80 for 3 lots; $125 for all lots (includes library); $80 salt for snow removal. See Greg for details. Mo-
tion made, seconded and passed to approve.  

8) Missions, Evangelism - Heather Erwin 

 Bed ministry needs to build 12 more beds 
9) Pastor’s Report - Pastor Randall 

Old Business 

 NCD Church Health Team Update 

New Business 

 New committee members named  
 Shawn will stay on finance. Shawn and Heather are going off Council; Greg will run for a second term. 

 Announce reports needed for annual report 

 Approve committee budgets 

 Submit Annual Meeting agenda items 

 First Sunday in Advent – (November 27, 2022) Decorate the church November 20, 2022 

 Appoint Audit Committee 

 Finance Committee – Stewardship campaign & Develop budget for next year 

 Pastor’s Housing and Professional Expenses designated 

 Set date and time for Annual Congregational Meeting—22 January after worship 
No Communion 01 January, moved to 08 January 

 Church Luncheon – December 11 after worship. All food will be provided. 

 Revive OH Building Use Request for December 4 from 9 am -7 pm (date & times have changed) 
– Moved to another venue 

 Friday with Friends use of church van for out of town events – driver must be active church member 

 Changing contract for lesser rental fee for those who are purchasing dinners.  Details to be presented to Council in 
December. 

Next Meeting: December 8, 2022 6:00 PM.   
Adjournment – Motion and seconded to adjourn, Council Vote, motion carried.  Lord’s Prayer  



 

 



 

 


