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First Sunday of Advent  
November 28, 2021  

Welcome 
Prelude                    Angels from the Realms of Glory      W. Stickley                           
*Hymn #121            O Little Town of Bethlehem 
*Call to Worship/Lighting of the Advent Wreath           

 9 For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the 
joy that we feel for your sake before our God, 10 as we pray most 
earnestly night and day that we may see you face to face and supply 
what is lacking in your faith? 
11 Now may our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct 
our way to you, 12 and may the Lord make you increase and abound 
in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, 13 so that He 
may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and 
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.            
—I Thessalonians 3:9-13 
We light the first candle of HOPE.  We look forward as Paul did to 
blessed reunions and opportunities to come.  We continue to labor 
until those days are fulfilled.  We trust the Holy Spirit to guide our 
steps.  
Let us pray: O Father, as we light this candle, we hope for Your 
Son to come again in our midst.  Until He returns, strengthen our 
faith and strengthen all who call on Your name that Your people 
may have hearts established blameless in holiness before You.  
May Your Spirit sanctify us for the day of Christ’s coming.  In His 
Name, Amen. 

 



 
 

*Gloria Patri 
Let Us Pray Unto the Lord: 
 The Pastoral Prayer 
  Missing Child: Devine Figgers– Toledo, OH 
  Mission of the Month: Child Evangelism Fellowship (CEF) 
 The Lord’s Prayer (Debts/Debtors) 
 
Children’s Message              Heather Erwin 
Special Music                            Carol Wilcox 
                                                                       
 
Giving of Tithes and Offerings: 
  Offering Prayer     
 Offerings can be placed in the baskets in back of sanctuary 
*Doxology 
Scripture                 Lamentations 3:1-33 
                                           Luke 2:22-38 
Sermon                           What vs. Who                                      
*Hymn #112                 Away in a Manger                    
*Benediction  
Postlude               Away in a Manger                   

                                                             *— Those who are able, please stand 

 

Welcome to       
St. John’s Church 

 

 

Thank you to David Beazley for sharing the message this morning. 

Thank you to everyone who was able to stay after the service last week 
and help decorate the church for Christmas. Also, thank you to all who 
prepared food for the luncheon. It was delicious!  



 
 

Scripture Readings (ESV): 
Lamentations 3:1-33: 
1I am the man who has seen affliction 
    under the rod of His wrath; 
2 He has driven and brought me 
    into darkness without any light; 
3 surely against me He turns His hand 
    again and again the whole day long. 
4 He has made my flesh and my skin waste away; 
    He has broken my bones; 
5 He has besieged and enveloped me 
    with bitterness and tribulation; 
6 He has made me dwell in darkness 
    like the dead of long ago. 
7 He has walled me about so that I cannot escape; 
    He has made my chains heavy; 
8 though I call and cry for help, 
    He shuts out my prayer; 
9 He has blocked my ways with blocks of stones; 
    He has made my paths crooked. 
10 He is a bear lying in wait for me, 
    a lion in hiding; 
11 He turned aside my steps and tore me to pieces; 
    He has made me desolate; 
12 He bent his bow and set me 
    as a target for His arrow. 
13 He drove into my kidneys 
    the arrows of His quiver; 
14 I have become the laughingstock of all peoples, 
    the object of their taunts all day long. 
15 He has filled me with bitterness; 
    He has sated me with wormwood. 
16 He has made my teeth grind on gravel, 
    and made me cower in ashes; 
17 my soul is bereft of peace; 
    I have forgotten what happiness is; 
18 so I say, “My endurance has perished; 
    so has my hope from the LORD.” 
19 Remember my affliction and my wanderings, 
    the wormwood and the gall! 
20 My soul continually remembers it 



 
 

    and is bowed down within me. 
21 But this I call to mind, 
    and therefore I have hope: 
22 The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; 
    His mercies never come to an end; 
23 they are new every morning; 
    great is Your faithfulness. 
24 “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, 
    “therefore I will hope in Him.” 
25 The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, 
    to the soul who seeks Him. 
26 It is good that one should wait quietly 
    for the salvation of the LORD. 
27 It is good for a man that he bear 
    the yoke in his youth. 
28 Let him sit alone in silence 
    when it is laid on him; 
29 let him put his mouth in the dust— 
    there may yet be hope; 
30 let him give his cheek to the one who strikes, 
    and let him be filled with insults. 
31 For the Lord will not 
    cast off forever, 
32 but, though He cause grief, He will have compassion 
    according to the abundance of His steadfast love; 
33 for He does not afflict from His heart 
    or grieve the children of men. 
 
Luke 2:22-38: 
22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of 
Moses, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord 23 (as 
it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb 
shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to 
what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young 
pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, 
and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him 
by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's 
Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents 



 
 

brought in the child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the 
Law, 28 he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 
29 “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, 
    according to Your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen Your salvation 
31  that You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and for glory to Your people Israel.” 
33 And His father and His mother marveled at what was said about 
Him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, 
this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a 
sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), 
so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 
36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe 
of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven 
years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was 
eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting 
and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very hour she began to 
give thanks to God and to speak of Him to all who were waiting for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 
 



 
 

Announcements and Upcoming Events 
Missing Child: our prayers today go out to Devine Figgers missing 
since November 17, 2021 from Toledo, OH. 
Mission of the Month: Child Evangelism Fellowship (CEF) 
Family Gingerbread House Making Party: Saturday, December 18 
at 1 pm. There will also be crafts, sweet treats and hot chocolate. 
Please register by December 13, if attending.   
Christmas Eve Service: December 24 at 8 pm. This year, the 
service will be a little different than in recent years. This evening will 
be narrated by God and include the children’s choir and youth 
members leading various parts of the service. Come back with us to a 
simpler time as we remember the Christmas story and experience it 
with the faith of a child. Open your hearts as we embark on a 
journey. Casual dress is appropriate.  
Committee Budgets & Year End Reports: It is that time of year 
again. Please submit committee budget requests by the end of 
November and year end reports for the Annual Meeting Booklet by 
December 31 or financials by the beginning of January.  
Mental Health First Aid Training: Saturday, January 22 in the 
fellowship hall. There is no cost for this training and lunch is 
provided. It is being organized by ONU students. To register, email 
Donna at ddickman@passaah.org. Last day to register is January 7. 
Annual Congregational Meeting: January 30 immediately 
following the morning worship service. 
Celebrate Recovery Meal Sign-Up: If you are able to provide food, 
please sign-up in the back of the sanctuary. Please have the food at 
the church at 5:30 pm in the kitchenette across from the chapel. Any 
questions, please see Anna LaWarre or Jerry Pfister.  
Bulletin Announcements: due by Friday at 9:00 AM. 
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Week at a Glance 
Today, 11/28:  9:00 AM Sunday School (K-Grade 5) 

9:00 AM Women’s Bible Study – FH 
10:00 AM Worship Service 

Tuesday, 11/30:  6:30 PM Celebrate Recovery 
Wednesday, 12/1: 9 AM – 8 PM Decorating FH 
   5-7 PM Wednesday Night Program - Basement 
   7:00 PM Chancel Choir 

7:00 PM Bible Study – Chapel 
Thursday, 12/2:  9 AM – 4 PM Decorate FH 
   6:30 PM Women’s Celebration (5 pm Doors open) 
Friday, 12/3:  11:30 AM Friday w/ Friends- Eagles (Kenton) 
Saturday, 12/4:  7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study- FH 
    

WORSHIP LEADERS:   
Senior Minister:  Rev. Dr. Randall J. Forester 

Chancel Choir Director:   David Beazley 
Children’s Choir Director:  Hope Cauley 

Bell Choir Director:  Jane Baker 
Organist/Pianists: Randall S. Rogers, Teresa Broseke, Linda Zeigler 

 
Week at a Glance: 
Attendance (11/21): 75 
Envelopes:  
Loose Ones: $  
Mission:  
Ushers:  
11/28: Greg & Sharon Martin (liturgist: Joy VanHorn) 
12/5: Shawn & Natasha Dyer 


