
                                               Ash Wednesday Meditation    
130th Psalm  

   Greeting 
The peace and reconciliation of 
the merciful Father be always 
with you. 
And also with you. 

  
   Introducing this Evening’s Service         
   Opening Sentences      Joel 2:1-2 
                                           Video from Rev. D’Eborah Chapman 
        Payne Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Church 

 
Blow a trumpet in Zion; 
    sound an alarm on My holy mountain! 
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, 
    for the day of the Lord is coming; it is near, 
  a day of darkness and gloom, 
    a day of clouds and thick darkness! 
Like blackness there is spread upon the mountains 
    a great and powerful people; 
their like has never been before, 
    nor will be again after them 
    through the years of all generations. 
 

  Scripture for the Ashes Joel 2:12-17 
 

   Prayer of Confession 
   Assurance of Pardon      from Joel 2:13 

Hear the Good News.  “The LORD, our God, is gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.”  God 
hears the earnest cries of the repentant and forgives our sins.  
Amen. 

 
   Blessing of the Ashes 

Almighty God, 
You have created us out of the dust of the earth. 
May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, 
and a reminder that only by Your gracious gift are we given 
everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

  
  Song           ??? 

   Imposition of the Ashes 
Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return, 
but the steadfast love of the Lord endures forever. 

 
 
 
 
 
   Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer              
 
  Scripture for Communion Joel 2:18-27     
 

  Sermon            Fear Not, O Land 
      

                                         The Communion 
   Invitation     

To all who are of a repentant, 
believing and devout mind, the 
Lord God says, “Come, My dear child, receive My merciful and 
gracious gifts given for you.”  My brothers and sisters, come 
with me now into the deep and mystical presence of God, where 
our souls are strengthened for the journey ahead. 

 
   Dedication             from I Corinthians 11:23-25             

In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: 
“Take and eat; this is My body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of Me.” 
 
Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in My blood, 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for 
the remembrance of Me.” 

   Consecration 
   Song                  ???  
  The Communion—Receive now the gifts of God for the people of God! 

   Communion Meditation       John 3:16-17 
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal 
life.  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
Him.” 

   Prayer of Thanksgiving 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Blessing for the Lenten Journey        

Scripture for Anointing Joel 2:28-32 
   Blessing the Oil 

We consecrate this oil, O God, in Your name, asking that 
through it Your people may be reminded that they are sealed in 
Your heart, they are comforted by Your healing power, and 
they have been set aside to be Your holy people, Your 
ministers in this broken world.  Encourage and strengthen them 
by Your Spirit to do Your will on earth as it is in heaven.  
Amen 

 
   The Anointing 
   Song                 ??? 
 
   Benediction         from Ezekiel 18:23-32                       

The Lord our God does not desire the 
death of sinners, but rather that they may 
turn from their distorted lives and live.  
Therefore we implore God to grant us 
true repentance that those things which 
we do this day may be pleasing to Him, 
that the rest of our lives may be lived 
faithfully, and that at the last we may 
come to the eternal joy of our Father 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Thanks be to God! Go in peace. Amen.  

 
   Closing Praise      ??? 
   Sharing the Peace 

 As we leave this day, greet those around you with a sign of peace (while 
keeping socially distanced) and words like "The peace of the Lord be with 
you".   

          
 
 
Offerings may be placed in the collection plates in the Overflow Room. 
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But when you fast, anoint your head 
and wash your face, that your 

fasting may not be seen by others 
but by your Father who is in secret. 

Matthew 6:17-18a 


