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Ash Wednesday Meditation             
Joel 2.1-2, 12-17            

 
 
Prelude              

Greeting 
   The peace and reconciliation of the merciful Father be always with you. 
   And also with you. 
Introducing this Evening’s Service 
Opening Sentences             John 3.16-17 
   God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who 
   believes in Him may not perish but may have eternal life.  God did not send 
   the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
   might be saved through Him.  
Scripture                         
   Gospel Lesson           John 13:21-30 
  
Meditation        One of You Will Betray Me 
                                                                     Rev. Dr. Randall J. Forester, Pastor  

St. John’s Evangelical Church 
Prayer of Confession 
Assurance of Pardon                  from Joel 2.13 
   Hear the Good News.  “The LORD, our God, is gracious and merciful, slow 
   to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.”  God hears the earnest cries of  
   the repentant and forgives our sins.  Amen. 
 
Blessing of the Ashes 

Almighty God, 
You have created us out of the dust of the earth. 
May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, and a 
reminder that only by Your gracious gift are we given 
everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

Imposition of the Ashes 
Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return, 
but the steadfast love of the Lord endures forever. 

Song                           Beautiful Things 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayers of the People 
          Response:  P: Lord, hear our prayer. 
   C: Thy will be done. 



Scripture                         
   Gospel Lesson                John 13:1-20 
Meditation          A Free Gift: 
                                 Holy Communion 
            Rev. Tina A. Elliott, Associate Pastor 

Payne Chapel AME Church 
 
 
 
 

 
The Communion 

Invitation 
   To all who are of a repentant, believing and devout mind, the Lord God says, 
   “Come, My dear child, receive My merciful and gracious gifts given for 
    you.”  My brothers and sisters, come with me now into the deep and 
    mystical presence of God, where our souls are strengthened for the journey 
    ahead. 
 
Dedication    from I Corinthians 11.23-25 
   In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
   thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is 
   My body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of Me.” 
 
  Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
  saying: “This cup is the new covenant in My blood, shed for you and for 
  many for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of Me.” 
 
Consecration  

The Communion—Receive now the gifts of God for the people of God! 
Communion Meditation              Psalm 51.1-2 
   Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your unfailing 
   love; according to Your great compassion blot out my 
   transgressions.  
   Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.  
Song                               Come to the Table 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Scripture                         
   Gospel Lesson             Exodus 3:1-12 

Meditation             Take Off Your Shoes: 
                            A Journey Into Service 
                              Rev. Vanessa R. Cummings, Senior Pastor 

Payne Chapel AME Church 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anointing for the Journey        

Life as it has been has gone; the ashes are your reminder that the past 
is in God’s care; the bread and the cup of Communion are Christ’s 
gift to you for the present, reminding you that He forever abides with 
you.  Now, receive the oil of blessing as a reminder that the Spirit 
leads you forward and seals you into the family of God forever.  
Know yourself to be blessed, and rise up to be a blessing to the name 
of the Lord our God and to His children, our brothers and sisters.  

 
Blessing the Oil 

We consecrate this oil, O God, in Your name, asking that through it 
Your people may be reminded that they are sealed in Your heart, 
they are comforted by Your healing power, and they have been set 
aside to be Your holy people, Your ministers in this broken world.  
Encourage and strengthen them by Your Spirit to do Your will on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Amen 

 
Song                              I Lift My Hands 
 
The Anointing 
 
Benediction      from Ezekiel 18:23-32 
   The Lord our God does not desire the death of sinners,  
   but rather that they may turn from their distorted lives  
   and live.  Therefore we implore God to grant us true  
   repentance that those things which we do this day  
   may be pleasing to Him, that the rest of our lives may  
   be lived faithfully, and that at the last we may come  
   to the eternal joy of our Father through Jesus Christ  
   our Lord.   
   Thanks be to God! Go in peace. Amen.  
 
Sharing the Peace 
   As we leave this day, greet those around you with a sign of peace 
   (handshakes or hugs) and words like "The peace of the Lord be with you".   
           
 
 
Offerings may be placed in the collection plates in the Overflow Room. 
 
 



Scripture Readings:  
John 13:21-30 (ESV):       
21 After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in His spirit, and 
testified, “Truly, truly, I say to you, one of you will betray 
Me.” 22 The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom 
He spoke. 23 One of His disciples, whom Jesus loved, was 
reclining at table at Jesus' side, 24 so Simon Peter motioned to him 
to ask Jesus of whom He was speaking. 25 So that 
disciple, leaning back against Jesus, said to Him, “Lord, who is 
it?” 26 Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I will give this morsel of 
bread when I have dipped it.” So when He had dipped the 
morsel, He gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27 Then 
after he had taken the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said 
to him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.” 28 Now no one at 
the table knew why He said this to him. 29 Some thought 
that, because Judas had the moneybag, Jesus was telling him, 
“Buy what we need for the feast,” or that he should give 
something to the poor. 30 So, after receiving the morsel of bread, 
he immediately went out. And it was night.  
      
John 13:1-20 (ESV): 
1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His 
hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having 
loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the 
end. 2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into the 
heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray Him, 3 Jesus, 
knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and 
that He had come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose 
from supper. He laid aside His outer garments, and taking a 
towel, tied it around His waist. 5 Then He poured water into a 
basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with 
the towel that was wrapped around Him. 6 He came to Simon 
Peter, who said to Him, “Lord, do You wash my feet?” 7 Jesus 
answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but 
afterward you will understand.”8 Peter said to Him, “You shall 
never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, 
you have no share with Me.” 9 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, 
not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to 
him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for 
his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every 



one of you.” 11 For He knew who was to betray Him; that was 
why He said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
12 When He had washed their feet and put on His outer garments 
and resumed His place, He said to them, “Do you understand 
what I have done to you? 13 You call Me Teacher and Lord, and 
you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's 
feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do 
just as I have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is 
not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the 
one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if 
you do them. 18 I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I 
have chosen. But the Scripture will be fulfilled, ‘He who ate My 
bread has lifted his heel against Me.’ 19 I am telling you this now, 
before it takes place, that when it does take place you may 
believe that I am He. 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever 
receives the one I send receives Me, and whoever receives Me 
receives the one who sent Me.” 
 
Exodus 3:1-12 (ESV): 
1Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, 
the priest of Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the 
wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 And the 
angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the 
midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, 
yet it was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, “I will turn aside to 
see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” 4 When 
the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out 
of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then 
He said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for 
the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 And He 
said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he 
was afraid to look at God. 
7 Then the LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of My 
people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of 
their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come 
down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to 
bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a 
land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, 
the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 



Jebusites. 9 And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has 
come to Me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the 
Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that 
you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out of 
Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to 
Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 12 He 
said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, 
that I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of 
Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Epworth United Methodist Church 
Sundays at 6:00 PM 

Date & Message: 

March 10 Who is Jesus?  Matthew 16:13-16 
March 17 What Matters Most?  Mark 12:28-34 
March 24 Am I Accepted?  John 8:1-11 
March 31 Where is God?  John 1:1-5, 14 
April 1  What Brings Fulfillment?   John 31:1-5, 17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Palm Sunday Service –St. John’s 

The Hardin County Ministerial Association will be sponsoring 
its annual ecumenical Palm Sunday worship service at St. 
John’s Evangelical Church on Sunday, April 14 at 6:30 PM.  
The Kenton High School Chorale will also be performing that 
evening.  

 
 
 
 



The second most read Christian book to the Bible is 
coming to our local theaters soon. Paul Bunyan wrote 
“The Pilgrim’s Progress” while spending 12 years in 
prison for preaching illegally.  It is a powerful allegory 
of man’s quest for salvation that is widely considered to 
be one of the greatest works of religious literature of all 
time. The originality of the work is partly due to the fact 
that Bunyan never had great fiction writers to copy. The 
only source of Bunyan’s inspiration was the Bible. 
 
Now this masterpiece has been made into an animated 
movie for families to experience. St. John’s will host a 
pod cast featuring the famous Christian writer 
Sheila Walsh on March 24th at 3:30 PM in the 
fellowship hall.  
 
The creators of this incredible film and in:ciite Events 
have partnered to bring your church or small group an 
opportunity to walk through the story, explore the film, 
and experience this incredible story with sneak peeks 
into the film. Join host, Shelia Walsh and a line-up of 
special guests as we take 1.5 hours and dive deep into 
the message of the movie. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Passion of Christ  

St. John’s Evangelical Church will 
present its annual portrayal of 
“The Passion of Christ.” This event 
will take place Thursday and 
Friday evening, April 18 & 19 at 8:00 p.m. 

The Pasion of Christ Play is a portrayal of the last week of 
Christ’s life on Earth. It brings to light the emotions of betrayal 
and abandonment that Christ experienced, as well as, the 
agony and suffering that Christ endured at the time of His 
death. 
St. John’s encourages you to join us as we take this emotional 
journey, to strenghten our faith and celebrate the life of Jesus 
Christ, Our Lord and Savior! 

These performances are free and open to the public. A free will 
offering will be taken to benefit local charities.  

If anyone is interested in being a part of this reenactment, there 
are a few spots open. If you would like to participate in any 
capacity, please sign up in the back of the sanctuary. You may 
also contact Kendra Dilts, Miranda  Strous, or Julie Strous. 

Rehearsals: Sundays from 1-3 PM in Sanctuary  
 
 

Easter Worship Schedule: 
7:00 Community Sonrise Service 
 Jerry Cross Park 
8:30 Contemporary Worship Service 
9:30 Youth Easter Breakfast 
 Fundraiser 
10:30 Traditional Worship Service 

 
 



 
 

A Prayer of Repentance and Salvation 
Dear Heavenly Father, I thank You for Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, and for His death on the Cross for my 
sins and for the sins of the whole world. 

I repent of my sins and turn to You for salvation.  I 
surrender my life to You; come live in me. 

Change me, cleanse me, forgive me, and make me 
the person that You want me to be in this world. 
I receive You, Jesus Christ, as my personal Lord 

and Savior, today and forever more. 
In Your holy name I pray.  Amen. 

 
 

  
 

WORSHIP LEADERS:   
Senior Minister:  Rev. Dr. Randall J. Forester 
Contemporary Worship Leader: Kendra Dilts 

Chancel Choir Director:   David Beazley 
Children’s Choir Director:  Hope Cauley 

Bell Choir Director:   Jane Baker 
Organists:   Randall S. Rogers, Teresa Broseke, Linda Zeigler 
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