
 09 December 2018                           Second Sunday of Advent   
 

St. John’s:   
Making and Maturing  

Disciples of Jesus Christ  
 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

SStt..   JJoohhnn’’ss  EEvvaannggeelliiccaall  CChhuurrcchh  
221111  EEaa sstt   CCaarr rrooll  SStt rr eeeett  

Kenton, OH  43326  

 



 
 

St. John’s Evangelical Church  
211 East Carrol Street 

Kenton, OH 43326 
Office:  419-673-7278  

Pastor Randall (cell): 724-290-3651  
Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday (9 AM – 1 PM)                   

Website: www.stjohnskenton.org           Email: stjohnskenton@gmail.com  
“Making and Maturing Disciples of Jesus Christ” 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 9, 2018  

Nursery is provided off the sanctuary for children 0-4 years of age. 
 

Contemporary Worship Service 
8:30 AM  

Welcome 
Advent Candle Lighting                                            Terry & Susan Hord 
   L: Leader   C: Congregation  

L: Our Advent journey continues as we get ready to meet the 
     promised Lord. 
C: As we light the second candle, we are reminded that we 
     must prepare our hearts and minds. 
    [light two purple candles] 
L: See, I am sending My messenger to prepare the way before 
    Me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to 
    His temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you 
    delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But 
    who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 
    when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like 
    fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, 
    and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them 
    like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord 
    in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem 
    will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in 
    former years. (Malachi 3:1-4) 
 
 



 
 

C: God prepares the way for all to be saved; together we 
     anticipate the day of His coming. 
L: Lord of hosts, You are coming to purify our hearts and 
    refine us so that we may be pleasing, living offerings to 
    You.  As we prepare ourselves for the arrival of the Christ, 
    may we bring honor and glory to Your name–and may we 
    prepare the way for others to meet You.  Amen. 

Praise 
Prayer 
Children’s Message        Are You Ready for Christmas? 

       Luke 3:4-6                                                                                    
Offering – Please sign and pass the pew attendance pads 
Scripture           Malachi 3:1-12 
              Luke 3:1-6 

 (The scripture can be found in the bulletin.) 

Sermon                      Still…Preparing…       
Praise 
Benediction 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

Traditional Worship Service 
10:30 AM  

Nursery is provided off the sanctuary for children 0-4 years of age.      
“TOLLING OF THE BELLS”   

(Let us begin to still our hearts and minds for worship with the tolling of the bells.) 

Welcome 
Prelude         Gabriel’s Message          Basque carol…arr. Colin Curtis  
Choral Introit          O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                  Helmore      
*Hymn # 100           O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
*Call to Worship                                                 Liturgist: Peggy Cahill 
 L: Leader   C: Congregation     

Psalm 126:4-6 
L: Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
C: like streams in the wilderness! 
L: Those who sow in tears 
C: shall reap with shouts of joy! 
L: Whoever who goes out weeping, 
C: earing the seed for sowing, 
L: shall come home with shouts of joy, 
C: bringing an abundant harvest from the Lord! 

 
Advent Candle Lighting                                    
   L: Leader   C: Congregation  

L: Our Advent journey continues as we get ready to meet the 
     promised Lord. 
C: As we light the second candle, we are reminded that we 
     must prepare our hearts and minds. 
    [light two purple candles] 
L: See, I am sending My messenger to prepare the way before 
    Me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to 
    His temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you 
    delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But 
    who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 
    when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like 
    fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, 



 
 

    and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them 
    like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord 
    in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem 
    will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in 
    former years. (Malachi 3:1-4) 
C: God prepares the way for all to be saved; together we 
     anticipate the day of His coming. 
L: Lord of hosts, You are coming to purify our hearts and 
    refine us so that we may be pleasing, living offerings to 
    You.  As we prepare ourselves for the arrival of the Christ, 
    may we bring honor and glory to Your name–and may we 
    prepare the way for others to meet You.  Amen. 

*The Gloria Patri 
Let Us Pray Unto the Lord: 
 The Pastoral Prayer 
  Missing Child: Richard Gallagher - Springfield, OH 
  Mission of the Month: Love INC  
 The Lord’s Prayer (Debts/Debtors)   
Children’s Message    Are You Ready for Christmas?    Luke 3:4-6                                                                                                                                  
Hymn # 101          Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  
Giving of Tithes and Offerings: 
  Offering Prayer     
 Offertory          O Come, O Come Emmanuel          H. Sorensen   

Please sign and pass the pew attendance pads 
           *The Doxology 
Scripture            Malachi 3:1-12 
              Luke 3:1-6 

 (The scripture can be found in the bulletin.) 

Sermon                     Still…Preparing…       
Chancel Choir                 Come and Adore Him                         Larson 
*Hymn # 104          It Came Upon the Midnight Clear             
*Benediction                         Peace, Peace                                 Powell 
Postlude                             O Come, O Come  
                                                              *—Those who are able, please stand 



 
 

Scripture Readings (ESV): 
Malachi 3:1-12:  
 1“Behold, I send My messenger, and He will prepare the way before 
Me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to His temple; 
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, He 
is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of 
His coming, and who can stand when He appears? For He is like a 
refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them 
like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to 
the LORD. 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be 
pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 
5 “Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness 
against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear 
falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the 
widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the 
sojourner, and do not fear Me, says the LORD of hosts. 
6 “For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, 
are not consumed. 7 From the days of your fathers you have turned 
aside from My statutes and have not kept them. Return to Me, and I 
will return to you, says the LORD of hosts. But you say, ‘How shall 
we return?’ 8 Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me. But you 
say, ‘How have we robbed You?’ In your tithes and 
contributions. 9 You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, 
the whole nation of you. 10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, 
that there may be food in My house. And thereby put Me to the test, 
says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for 
you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. 11 I 
will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits 
of your soil, and your vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says 
the LORD of hosts. 12 Then all nations will call you blessed, for you 
will be a land of delight, says the LORD of hosts.” 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Luke 3:1-6: 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius 
Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, 
and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2 during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the 
son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 And he went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the words of 
Isaiah the prophet, 
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,  
    make His paths straight. 
5 Every valley shall be filled, 
    and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall become straight, 
    and the rough places shall become level ways, 
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 
 

 
Hat &Mitten Tree: A tree will be placed in 
the back of the sanctuary for donations of 
items to be shared with local children in 
need at the elementary school. Items being 
collected include: hats, mittens, gloves, 
socks, underwear, and scarves. These items 
will be collected through Dec. 24. 
 
Thank You: We would like to thank everyone who was able to help 
in any way to decorate the church for Christmas. It looks beautiful! 
We were out of town that day and appreciate everyone who stepped 
up to help out.  – The Weaver Family  

Thank you for your service: 

Ushers: 12/9: (8:30) Tony & Autum Brown 
  12/16: (8:30) Trish & Nancy Wilcox 

 



 
 

Sermon Notes 
09 December 2018 

Scripture: Malachi 3:1-12; Luke 3:1-6 
Sermon: Still…Preparing… 

1. The continually aspect of the word still (our Advent sermon series): Do 
you find it comforting or tiresome?  Does it drive you toward God or 
repel you?  Why would you answer that way? 
 
 
 

 
 
2. In Malachi, what parts of that passage challenge you most?  How is 

God calling you to return to Him in this season [see Malachi 3:7]? 

 
 
 
 
 
3. How should the church stand with John the Baptist today? What 

should be our message to the culture today no matter how it might be 
received? 
 
 
 
 

 
4. What is the message of love God has for the Church today?  What is 

the message of love for our culture and community? 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Week at a Glance: 
Today 12/9:  8:30 AM Contemporary Worship Service 
   9:30 AM Sunday School 
   9:30 AM Confirmation Class – library 
   10:30 AM Traditional Worship Service 
   5:00 PM Beazley LG – FH 
   6:30 PM Community Hymn Sing – FUMC 
   7:30 PM NA Meeting – Chapel 
Monday, 12/10:  3:15 PM Staff 
   5:30 PM Missions/Evangelism 
Tuesday, 12/11: 12:00 PM Prayer - Sanctuary 
   12:00 PM AA Meeting – Chapel 
   6:30 PM Celebrate Recovery – FH 
   6:45 PM Bell Choir 
Wednesday, 12/12: 5 – 7 PM Kid’s Night 
   6 – 7:30 PM MS Youth  
   6:00 PM Children’s Choir 
   7:00 PM Chancel Choir    
Thursday, 12/13: 12:00 PM AA Meeting – Chapel 
   6:30 PM Praise Team Practice 
   7:00 PM Church Council - Chapel 
Friday, 12/14:          12:00 PM Prayer - Sanctuary 
   5:00 PM NA – Chapel 
Saturday, 12/15: 7:30 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast- Henry’s  
   12:00 PM NA Meeting – Chapel 
  
  
    
   
    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Kid’s Corner:  
Last week’s Sunday School: 8 
Offering: $3.00 
Last Wednesday Night: 42 kids 
 
Thanks to our bus drivers, riders and 
chaperones who helped on Friday night taking 
the kids to Marmon Valley Farms.  We thank you for sharing your 
time to make a wonderful memory with a child.  
       
 
 
Youth News: Sunday at our Hardin 
County Collective meeting we had close 
to 40 youth here at St. John’s The youth 
had a blast and really enjoyed the night. A 
HUGE thank you to everyone that helped, 
the night wouldn’t have been possible 
without all of your hard work (Heather Erwin, Michelle Becker, Jo 
Ann Erwin, Mark Sherman). Our praise band did an amazing job 
getting our youth up and out of their seats and worshipping with 
them. Thank you for taking time to come and be a part of our night. 
The youth really enjoyed it. All in all, I think the night was a huge 
success. 
The youth will be participating in the Lake of Lights on December 
16, 6-8 pm, all are welcome to come and enjoy the night with us. 
We will also be ringing the bells for the Salvation Army at Tractor 
Supply on December 22 from 12-6 pm. There is a sign-up sheet 
downstairs in the youth room with time slots for anyone that would 
like to help.  
Any youth from grades 6-12, we continue to have Sunday School 
between services. Please come join us, all are welcome! 

 



 
 

Announcements and Upcoming Events 
Missing Child: our prayers today go out to Richard Gallagher 
missing since November 27, 2018 from Springfield, OH. 
Mission of the Month: Love INC 
Community Hymn Sing: TONIGHT at 6:30 PM at Kenton First 
United Methodist Church. If you would like to participate in the 
community choir, they will meet at 4:30 PM that day. A light dinner 
is provided to those who participate in the community choir.  
Help needed tonight at FUMC Hymn Sing: They need tech/stage 
crew help at the service. Volunteers are asked to arrive at 6 pm.  
Lake of Lights Live Nativity: The youth and interested church 
members will be the Live Nativity at the Lake of Lights on Sunday, 
December 16 from 6-8 pm. Plan on coming out to support them or 
get involved. Mark your calendars!!  
Cookies Needed for Recovery Court: Recovery Court is asking if 
we could provide cookies again this year. If able, please bring 2-3 
dozen by December 16. Cookies will be bagged up on December 17 
at the church at 9:00 AM if you are able to come and help. Please see 
Janet Jones with any questions.  
Nominations Needed for Council: If you are interested in running 
for council, please contact one of the following people: Carol 
Wilcox, Nancy Rickenbacher, Mark Sherman, or Greg Martin. 
 Salvation Army Bell Ringer Volunteers Needed: Salvation Army 
is looking for volunteers to ring the bell at TSC (Tractor Supply 
Company) in Kenton on Saturdays starting Now – 12/22 from 10 am 
– 7 pm. Volunteers can take 1-2 hour shifts or a group could sponsor 
a day. A sign-up sheet will be in the back of the sanctuary. See Mary 
Ralston for details. 
Annual Congregational Meeting: The Annual Congregational 
Meeting will be held Sunday, January 27 at 11:30 AM in the 
sanctuary. Following the meeting, please join us for a time of 
fellowship with a potluck lunch. Everyone is asked to bring a dish to 
share. If you have any reports to submit for the annual meeting 
booklet, please turn them in by December 31. Thank you! 
Bulletin Announcements: due by Friday at 9:00 AM.  



 
 

 
 

A Prayer of Repentance and Salvation 

Dear Heavenly Father, I thank You for Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, and for His death on the Cross for my sins and for 

the sins of the whole world. 
I repent of my sins and turn to You for salvation.  I 

surrender my life to You; come live in me. 
Change me, cleanse me, forgive me, and make me the 

person that You want me to be in this world. 
I receive You, Jesus Christ, as my personal Lord and 

Savior, today and forever more. 
In Your holy name I pray.  Amen. 

 
WORSHIP LEADERS:   

Senior Minister:  Rev. Dr. Randall J. Forester 
Contemporary Worship Leader: Kendra Dilts 

Chancel Choir Director:   David Beazley 
Cherub & Children’s Choir Director:  Hope Cauley 

Bell Choir Director:  Jane Baker 
Organist/Pianists: Randall S. Rogers, Teresa Broseke, Linda Zeigler 

 
 
Last Week:    
Attendance:      8:30 a.m.:   65       
   10:30 a.m.: 84     
Envelopes and Loose Offerings:  
Loose $1.00 bills - Good Samaritan Fund:  
Total of December (Love Inc):  
F.A.I.T.H. Time:  
 Golden Buckeye Attendance – 10 
 Golden Buckeye Offering – $7.00 


