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St. John’s Evangelical Church  
211 East Carrol Street 

Kenton, OH 43326 
Office:  419-673-7278  

Pastor Randall (cell): 724-290-3651  
Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday (9 AM – 1 PM)                   

Website: www.stjohnskenton.org           Email: stjohnskenton@gmail.com  
“Making and Maturing Disciples of Jesus Christ” 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 16, 2018  

Nursery is provided off the sanctuary for children 0-4 years of age. 
 

Contemporary Worship Service 
8:30 AM  

Welcome 
Advent Candle Lighting                          Nancy Wilcox & Jane Donnelly 
   L: Leader   C: Congregation  

L: The Advent of our Lord is near, as we make God’s love 
     known in our world. 
C: As we light the third candle, we are encouraged to 
     proclaim the good news of God’s gift of salvation. 
  [light two purple candles and a pink candle] 

L: Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be 
     afraid, for the Lord God is my strength and my might; He 
     has become my salvation. With joy you will draw water 
     from the wells of salvation. And you will say in that day:  
     Give thanks to the Lord, call on His name; make known 
     His deeds among the nations; proclaim that His name is 
     exalted. Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done 
     gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. Shout aloud 
     and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is 
     the Holy One of Israel. (Isaiah 12:2-6) 
C: God’s proclamation of joy is for all people; together we 
      anticipate the day of His coming. 
 



 
 

L: Holy One, you are the only true source of our strength and 
    salvation.  As we proclaim the good news of the coming 
    birth of Christ, may we dare to worship You with joy–and 
    may we invite others to experience the joy of Your 
    salvation.  Amen. 
 

Praise 
Prayer 
Children’s Message                   Kendra Dilts                                                                                   
Offering – Please sign and pass the pew attendance pads 
Scripture           Isaiah 12:2-6 
            Luke 3:7-18 

 (The scripture can be found in the bulletin.) 

Sermon                      Still…Repenting…       
Praise 
Benediction 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

Traditional Worship Service 
10:30 AM  

Nursery is provided off the sanctuary for children 0-4 years of age.      
“TOLLING OF THE BELLS”   

(Let us begin to still our hearts and minds for worship with the tolling of the bells.) 

Welcome 
Prelude                               Away In a Manger                     S. Brantley  
*Hymn # 112                    Away In a Manger  
*Call to Worship                                                  Liturgist: Becky Craig 
 L: Leader   C: Congregation     

Zephaniah 3:14-15 
L: Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;  
C: shout, O Israel! 
L: Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
C: O daughter of Jerusalem! 
L: The Lord has taken away the judgments against you; 
C: He has cleared away your enemies. 
L: The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
C: you shall never again fear evil. 
 

Advent Candle Lighting                       Becky Craig & Michelle Becker            
   L: Leader   C: Congregation  

L: The Advent of our Lord is near, as we make God’s love 
     known in our world. 
C: As we light the third candle, we are encouraged to 
     proclaim the good news of God’s gift of salvation. 
  [light two purple candles and a pink candle] 

L: Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be 
     afraid, for the Lord God is my strength and my might; He 
     has become my salvation. With joy you will draw water 
     from the wells of salvation. And you will say in that day:  
     Give thanks to the Lord, call on His name; make known 
     His deeds among the nations; proclaim that His name is 



 
 

    exalted. Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done 
    gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. Shout aloud 
    and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the 
    Holy One of Israel. (Isaiah 12:2-6) 
C: God’s proclamation of joy is for all people; together we 
      anticipate the day of His coming. 
L: Holy One, you are the only true source of our strength and 
    salvation.  As we proclaim the good news of the coming 
    birth of Christ, may we dare to worship You with joy–and 
    may we invite others to experience the joy of Your 
    salvation. Amen. 

*The Gloria Patri 
Let Us Pray Unto the Lord: 
 The Pastoral Prayer 
  Missing Child: Brittany Banfield - Hamilton, OH 
  Mission of the Month: Love INC  
 The Lord’s Prayer (Debts/Debtors)   
Children’s  Choir            Christmas Hallelujah 
Children’s Message                                                          Hope Cauley 
Hymn # 114              As With Gladness Men of Old 
Giving of Tithes and Offerings: 
  Offering Prayer     
 Offertory                Christmas Medley                         P. Turner   

Please sign and pass the pew attendance pads 
           *The Doxology 
Scripture            Isaiah 12:2-6 
            Luke 3:7-18 

 (The scripture can be found in the bulletin.) 

Sermon                     Still…Repenting…       
*Hymn # 106          Hark! The Herald Angels Sing             
*Benediction                          
Postlude                             Away In a Manger       
                                                              *—Those who are able, please stand 



 
 

Scripture Readings (ESV): 
Isaiah 12:2-6:  
2 “Behold, God is my salvation; 
    I will trust, and will not be afraid; 
for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, 
    and He has become my salvation.” 
3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4 And you 
will say in that day: 
“Give thanks to the LORD, 
    call upon His name, 
make known His deeds among the peoples, 
    proclaim that His name is exalted. 
5 “Sing praises to the LORD, for He has done gloriously; 
    let this be made known in all the earth. 
6 Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, 
    for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 
 
Luke 3:7-18: 
7 He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by 
him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath 
to come? 8 Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin 
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up children for 
Abraham. 9 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire.” 
10 And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11 And he 
answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who 
has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” 12 Tax collectors 
also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we 
do?” 13 And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are 
authorized to do.”14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we 
do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by 
threats or by false accusation, and be content with your wages.” 
15 As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, 16 John 
answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but He who is 



 
 

mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy 
to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in His hand, to clear His threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into His barn, but the chaff He will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” 
18 So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the 
people. 
 

 
 
Hat &Mitten Tree: A tree will be 
placed in the back of the sanctuary for 
donations of items to be shared with 
local children in need at the elementary 
school. Items being collected include: 
hats, mittens, gloves, socks, underwear, 
and scarves. These items will be 
collected through Dec. 24. 
 

 
 

Thank you for your service: 

Ushers: 12/16: (8:30) Jane Donnelly &  Nancy Wilcox 
 (10:30) Jane Baker, Heather Erwin, Peggy Cahill, Sharon  
  Styer 
 12/23: (8:30) Russ Cahill & Deb Temple 
 (10:30) Angel Forester, Natalie Horton, Dylan Mouk, Isaac 
   Oreglia 
 12/24: 10:00 Weaver Family 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Sermon Notes 
16 December 2018 

Scripture: Isaiah 12:2-6; Luke 3:7-18 
Sermon: Still…Repenting… 

1. What is the difference between repentance and confession?  How do 
you utilize each in your faith?  If you don’t, how should you? 
 
 

 
 
2. The sermon illustration about repentance centered on gossip.  What 

specific areas of sin would be a starting place as you repent and turn 
closer to God? 

 
 
 
 
3. This is the Sunday of Joy in Advent.  How are repentance and joy 

linked? 
 
 
 
 

 
4. The baptism of the Holy Spirit and fire (Luke 3:16) that Jesus brings 

comes with discomfort and blessing.  Where is the discomfort for you 
(where you need to turn away from this world) and where is the joy 
(the fulfillment of your salvation—the bearing of faith in your Christian 
walk)? 

 
 

 
 



 
 

Week at a Glance: 
Today 12/16:  8:30 AM Contemporary Worship Service 
   9:30 AM Sunday School 
   9:30 AM Confirmation Class – library 
   10:30 AM Traditional Worship Service 
   11:30 AM Confirmation Luncheon 
   6 -8 PM Lake of Lights – Live Nativity 
   7:30 PM NA Meeting – Chapel 
Monday, 12/17:  9:00 AM Pack cookies for Recovery Court 
   3:15 PM Staff 
   4:30-6 PM Girl Scouts 
   6:00 PM Finance Meeting 
Tuesday, 12/18: 12:00 PM Prayer - Sanctuary 
   12:00 PM AA Meeting – Chapel 
   2:00 PM VanCrest Bible Study – Ada 
   6:30 PM Celebrate Recovery – FH 
   6:45 PM Bell Choir 
Wednesday, 12/19: 5 – 7 PM Kid’s Night 
   6 – 7:30 PM MS Youth  
   6:00 PM Children’s Choir 
   7:00 PM Chancel Choir    
Thursday, 12/20: 12:00 PM AA Meeting – Chapel 
   6:30 PM Praise Team Practice 
   6:30 PM Tailor Made Life Group – FH 
Friday, 12/21:          11:30 AM Friday w/ Friends – Coonies 
     LaRue 
   12:00 PM Prayer - Sanctuary 
   5:00 PM NA – Chapel 
Saturday, 12/22: 7:30 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast  
   12:00 PM NA Meeting – Chapel 
   Youth Ringing Salvation Army Bell - TSC 
    
   
    
  
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
       
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year End Donations: If anyone is 
interested in making a Year End tax 
deductible donation to the church, 
here are a couple of larger upcoming 
projects/needs:  
- Ceiling in back of sanctuary 
- Copier for church office 
If you have any questions, please contact a trustee. Thank you! 
Donations received by December 31 will be included in 2018 giving 
statements. Please note: The church office will be closed the week 
after Christmas through New Year’s.  



 
 

Announcements and Upcoming Events 
Missing Child: our prayers today go out to Brittany Banfield 
missing since November 30, 2018 from Hamilton, OH. 
Mission of the Month: Love INC 
Lake of Lights Live Nativity: The youth and interested church 
members will be the Live Nativity at the Lake of Lights on Sunday, 
TONIGHT from 6-8 pm. Plan on coming out to support them or get 
involved. Mark your calendars!!  
Cookies Needed for Recovery Court: Cookies will be bagged up on 
December 17 at the church at 9:00 AM if you are able to come and 
help. Please see Janet Jones with any questions.  
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services: The Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Services will be 7:00 PM (Contemporary style) and 
10:00 PM (Traditional style). Both services include communion and 
candle lighting. Please invite your friends and family! 
Annual Congregational Meeting: The Annual Congregational 
Meeting will be held Sunday, January 27 at 11:30 AM in the 
sanctuary. Following the meeting, please join us for a time of 
fellowship with a potluck lunch. Everyone is asked to bring a dish to 
share. If you have any reports to submit for the annual meeting 
booklet, please turn them in by December 31. Thank you! 
Accepted Nominations for Elders for Council for 2019 Ballot: 
Nancy Rickenbacher, Mark Sherman & Carol Wilcox 
Proposed By Law Changes for Annual Meeting:  
Existing By law to be removed: 
One Council Trustee will represent the Trustees at the 
monthly or special meetings. The Trustees will 
nominate an alternate from the congregation to serve 
in any function required to maintain the Church Facilities.  this 
designee may attend the Council meetings as deemed necessary by 
the Trustees, however only on Trustee may vote at any meeting. 
Change to be inserted: 
 Council Trustees will be the representative trustees at the monthly or 
special meetings. 
Bulletin Announcements: due by Friday at 9:00 AM.  



 
 

 
 

A Prayer of Repentance and Salvation 

Dear Heavenly Father, I thank You for Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, and for His death on the Cross for my sins and for 

the sins of the whole world. 
I repent of my sins and turn to You for salvation.  I 

surrender my life to You; come live in me. 
Change me, cleanse me, forgive me, and make me the 

person that You want me to be in this world. 
I receive You, Jesus Christ, as my personal Lord and 

Savior, today and forever more. 
In Your holy name I pray.  Amen. 

 
WORSHIP LEADERS:   

Senior Minister:  Rev. Dr. Randall J. Forester 
Contemporary Worship Leader: Kendra Dilts 

Chancel Choir Director:   David Beazley 
Cherub & Children’s Choir Director:  Hope Cauley 

Bell Choir Director:  Jane Baker 
Organist/Pianists: Randall S. Rogers, Teresa Broseke, Linda Zeigler 

 
 
Last Week:    
Attendance:      8:30 a.m.:   66       
   10:30 a.m.: 81     
Envelopes and Loose Offerings: 12/2: $8080.00  12/9: $4425.00 
Loose $1.00 bills - Good Samaritan Fund:  
Total of December (Love Inc): $765.00 
F.A.I.T.H. Time:  
 Golden Buckeye Attendance – 11 
 Golden Buckeye Offering – $6.00 
Feed the Pig (Youth): $8.20 


